









Date: 

Dear                     ,

I hope this letter finds you and your Ridgeback companion well!

As a responsible breeder, I am always ready to help do anything to contribute to the overall health of the Rhodesian Ridgeback breed. This is the reason for my letter.

The Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United States has urged its member-breeders to collect DNA on as many of the dogs they have bred as possible. The DNA will be stored until it can be used for future research, including projects that hope to locate genetic markers for common diseases and disorders. You can read about some of the projects RRCUS is supporting at www.ridgebackhealth.org.

Participating in this project is very simple and will not take much time or effort. There are two things you need to do:

1. Enclosed are six (6) DNA swabs/brushes. Collecting the DNA is not at all invasive: You just twirl the brush inside your dog’s cheek for 10 seconds, let it air dry for 10 seconds and replace the swabs in the original package.  I have pre-labelled the swabs with your dog’s name, your last name and your dog’s AKC registration number.

Please return the swabs to me in the enclosed self-addressed envelope so I can store them until they are needed by RRCUS-supported researchers. (Please note that because of the thickness of the envelope, it will require extra postage.)
2. All the Ridgebacks whose DNA is collected need to be entered in the RRCUS Comprehensive Health Survey awww.lkhopkins.com/Ridgeback, as the DNA is of little value without an up-to-date health history. I have created an entry for your dog on the site; the user name is _____ and the access code is _________. 

Please visit the web site (www.lkhopkins.com/Ridgeback) and update any and all information regarding your dog’s health. If you are not Internet-savvy, please call me and I will help you navigate the web site. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at  xxx-xxx-xxxx or by e-mail at xxxx@xxxxx. 






         Thank you,

