APPENDIX VIlI
TOP TWENTY-FIVE EVENT RULES

A. THE EVENT

The Rhodesian Ridgeback Top Twenty-Five event will be a formal gathering of Rhodesian
Ridgeback enthusiasts from all across the county.

B. THE INVITATIONS

The Top Twenty-Five Rhodesian Ridgebacks in the country per the AKC top twenty-five
listing in breed points awarded the previous calendar year. These dogs have shown that they are
the most consistently winning Ridgebacks for the past calendar year. All Top Twenty-Five
owners will have a copy of the judging guidelines and rules sent to them with the official
invitations.

C. THE ENTRY FEE
The entry fee for this incredible event has traditionally been $100 per dog.
D. THE TOP TWENTY-FIVE COMMITTEE

1. The Top Twenty-Five committee will be comprised of three individuals to address all the
needs of this event,

2. No Top Twenty-Five committee member shall have any conflicts of interest with any of
the entered Top Twenty-Five participants. The qualifications of each member of the Top Twenty-
Five committee shall follow the same criteria as for the Judges qualifications.

3. Top Twenty-Five committee shall have the responsibility of the following:

a. Al communications regarding any and all discussions or the like are to be kept in
the strictest of confidence between the three Top Twenty-Five committee members. No family
members, friends, dog fancy or colleagues are to know who the judges are or may be.

b. The three-member committee will meet to discuss and list any and all possible
judge selections that meet the Top Twenty-Five judges’ qualifications. Committee members will
try to identify any and all conflicts of interest in regards to judges and Top Twenty-Five dogs. Itis
very important that the committee try to hire judges that may be in the area for shows or who may
live close by. The Top Twenty-Five event is a very prestigious event and any payment for judges
or expenses should be kept to a minimum. The committee member who is in charge of calling
and hiring the three judges must ask the perspective judge if they know of any conflicts of interest
noted in the judges qualifications.

c. Committee members must mail Top Twenty-Five invitations to those dogs that
qualify.
d. Committee members will maintain arm band numbering in order that the entry has

been received. Bitches may be listed in the back of the order. Arm band numbers from 1 to 25
will not be used in this event.

e. Committee members must maintain equal ring procedures for all Top
Twenty-Five participants. Committee members must make sure the Top Twenty-Five ring
stewards understand the importance of equal ring procedures.

f. One Committee member will maintain the catalog information with regard
to the inclusion of the confidential judges. This person will have to send the judges’ information to
the printer with out the regular National show committee catalog person’'s knowledge.

E. THE EVENT




The Top Twenty-Five events are a very unique and fun event for the dogs, handiers, owners,
breeders and spectators alike. There will be 3 judges judging the entire competition at the same
time. The ring steward will bring the dogs into the ring three at a time. Each dog will be
evaluated in the stack and by movement in the same way and manner as all the other
competitors. The judges will go over one dog at a time and then the judges will evaluate the
movement of the dogs one at a time. The judges will judge each and every dog by following a
point system using a predetermined set of criteria that mirrors the AKC Rhodesian Ridgeback
Standard.

F. THE JUDGING GUIDELINES

Just prior to the judging all the handlers will meet with a Top Twenty-Five committee
member to go over the rules, order of the event and answer all question and concerns and hand
out arm bands. Every dog will be given the same ring instructions. No modifications will be
allowed. All dogs will move around the ring and down and back in the same manner and the
same amount of times as all the other entries.

G. ORDER INTO THE RING

The committee will place the order of dogs and bitches into the ring by arm band numbers,
lowest to highest. Dogs may be first followed by bitches, only if all 3 the judges concur that this is
their preference. Otherwise exhibits will be judged in order of armband number without regard to
sex.

H. RING MANAGEMENT

1. Each of the 3 judges will have their own ring steward. There will be two additional ring
stewards fo help facilitate the order and management of the ring.

2. Three dogs will be allowed into the ring at one time in catalog order.

3. Each dog individually will be asked to move around the ing only one time upon entry to
the ring.

4. Each dog will then move to one of three designated areas for stacked inspection.

5. When all three dogs are stacked, the three judges will go over one dog individually (at
this time each dog will be inspected by one judge for one minute) then the judges will move or
switch to the next dog and so on.

6. After all three dogs have been inspected by all three judges, the dogs will then get
ready to move down and back individually in catalog order.

7. The handlers will move the dogs individually down and back one time. At the finish of
the down and back the dog will free stack in the middle of the ring.

8. After the free stack the handler will be asked to move the dog individually, around the
ring once then exit.

9. At this time the judges have 30 seconds to finish the judges scoring sheet for that
particular dog. The judges will then ask the next dog to move in the same manner and order as
the previous dog.

10. Once dogs have been judged the ring steward will escort them to a holding area and a
new set of three dogs will be escorted to the ring.

11. All the dogs will then be asked to come into the ring all together as a group for final
viewing by the audience. They will go around together as a group and stack one last time.

. MANAGEMENT OF THE JUDGES SCORING SHEETS

The Top Twenty-Five committee will hire a professional Certified Public Accountant (CPA) or
like professional or RRCUS accountant to handle the judges scoring sheets prior to judging (to
make sure the sheets are all the same and clean) and after judging. The CPA or RRCUS




accountant will also tabulate the scores and hold the winning dog confidential. After the scoring
of the individual dog, each judge will hand the scoring sheet to their ring steward who will
immediately hand it to the CPA or RRCUS accountant who will be at the judges’ table. No person
will handle the scoring sheets except for the judges, their stewards, and the CPA or RRCUS
accountant . The CPA or RRCUS accountant will collect all scoring sheets and make sure that
they are complete and legible before the three dogs are removed from the ring.  If the CPA or
RRCUS accountant has a question on the legibility or completeness of the scoring sheet, they
must ask the judge in question to complete the scoring sheet while the dog is still in the ring.

J. PHOTOS

The show photographer will be on hand following the event to take pictures of any dogs with
all three judges present. This may be the only time that all three judges will be together for a
show photo.

K. JUDGES SCbRING SHEET, SCORING AND TABULATION

Using the AKC Standard of the Rhodesian Ridgeback as a template, the Top Twenty-Five
committee will develop the Judges scoring sheet. The scoring sheet will contain the same
elements and breakdown (mirror the standard) as the AKC standard. Each element will be given
a maximum point allowance.

L. SCORING

The judges will evaluate each Rhodesian Ridgeback and give points up to the maximum
allowed per element using judges discretion and their knowledge of the AKC standard. The
highest possible score of all elements totaled will be 100 points.

M. TABULATION

The CPA will evaluate the completeness of the judges scoring sheets while the dog is still in
the ring. After the event the CPA will be the only person to tally and total points. The scores from
each dog, from each of the three judges, are tabulated, added together, then divided by three (3)
to determine the dog’s “Average Score”. The highest average score will be the winner.

N. IN CASE OF TIE

In the event of a tie, the winner is determined by consulting the “Average Placement” total.
The dog with the highest “Average Placement” total is declared the winner. This figure (Average
Placement) is used ONLY to break a tie, and is not included in tabulating the AVERAGE score.
in the event that the "Average Placement’ scores result in an additional tie, there will be two (2)
winners.

O. THE JUDGES

Qualifications: Breed knowledge; AKC breed standard knowledge; AKC dog show
knowledge. Judges must like our breed. No known conflicts of interest such as owners, breeders
of record, handlers of any qualified Top Twenty-Five invitees.

All judges must have shown a high degree of professionalism in judging, breeding or
handling. All judges will have shown a great aptitude for the AKC Rhodesian Ridgebacks
standard and breed knowledge. Only the committee will have knowledge of the judging panel
prior to the time of judging.

1. The All Breed Judge

The all breed judge must be licensed by the AKC to judge the Rhodesian Ridgeback. A
person who is licensed to judge multiple hounds, the hound group and at least one other group.
A person who has shown great aptitude of the AKC Rhodesian Ridgebacks standard. These
qualifications are in place to insure that the all breed judge has been able to show that he or she
enjoys judging and is increasing their knowledge of the sport of purebred dogs. A person who's




accomplishments and professionalism would place them with good standings with the AKC as
well as with RRCUS. :

2. The Breeder Judge

The breeder judge must be a person who has been breeding Rhodesian Ridgebacks for a
period of at least 10 years or more. A person who has bred at least 10 AKC Champions of
record. A person who has shown great aptitude of the AKC Rhodesian Ridgebacks standard. A
person who is in good standings with the AKC as well as with RRCUS.

3. The Handler Judge

The handler judge must be a person who has handled professionally for at least 10 years in
AKC Conformation events. A person who has shown great aptitude for the AKC Rhodesian
Ridgebacks standard and has shown that they understand the breed specifics of the origin of the
Rhodesian Ridgeback. A person who shown that they enjoy and like our breed. A person who
has shown great regard to the sport of pure bred dogs and is in good standings with the AKC as
well as with RRCUS,

P. THE CATALOG

1. Judges. The catalog will list the judges’ name, qualifications and photo. It will also list
some personal and fun facts about each judge (submitted by the judge).

2. Dogs. A black and white photo of each dog in catalog order. Each dog will have a list
of accomplishments along with some fun and personal antidotes of the dog, breeder, owner and
or handler.

3. The Handlers. All handlers are welcome in the ring. Professionals, non-professional
handlers, owners and or breeders are welcome to handle in the Top Twenty-Five event. We are
interested in the having the dogs show their best with any handler at this event.

Q. THE WINNER

After all the dogs have shown to the judges and the judging has been completed the score
sheets will be collected and tabulated by the CPA or RRCUS accountant. None of the judges or
anyone from the show committee, club or RRCUS will know the outcome or resuits until the
announcement of the winner. The tabulations and score will be announced of the winning dog
only. No other scores will be announced, or disclosed to anyone. We will have only one Top
Twenty-Five winner, no Best of Opposites, no Awards of Merit.

R. THE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Top Twenty-Five winner will be announced at the end of the evening Top Twenty-Five
event. No person will know who the winner is until the winning announcement is made. The
envelope that contains the name and final score will be secured by the CPA or RRCUS
accountant and handed over to the announcer just prior to the announcement. The CPA or
RRCUS accountant will be asked to stay until the announcement has been made for verification.

[The envelope please.., and the winner is..,]
S. THE PRIZE
Suggested prizes include the following:
e Trophy

* A Danny Quest trophy for the Top Twenty-Five winner. The payment of trophy is
made by or supplemented by last year's winner.

¢ Rosette




